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Mutual Recognition Agreement

1.0 GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

1.1 Signatories

This mutual recognition agreement (the “agreement”) is made between the
provincial regulatory organizations for Occupational Therapists named at
the end of this document, and hereafter referred to as the signatories.

1.2 Resolution

The signatories are committed to the implementation of this agreement.
This agreement remains in force until replaced by any further written
agreement, even in circumstances where one or more signatories have
withdrawn. This agreement will be reviewed periodically according to
paragraph 5.3 of the agreement or at the request of any one signatory.

1.3 Purpose

This agreement, inciuding set schedules, is set out to comply with the
obligation of the signatories under the Agreement on Internal Trade,
Chapter 7 (L.abour Mobility). The purpose is to establish the conditions
under which an Occupational Therapist who is licensed/registered in one
provincial jurisdiction will have his/her qualifications recognized in another
provincial jurisdiction that is a signatory to this agreement.

1.4  Definitions
“licensure/registration”:
The authorization conferred on a registrant by the regulating organization
to practice the profession in its jurisdiction. Both terms are used
interchangeably in this document.
“originating jurisdiction’:
The Province in which the occupational therapist is registered by the

regulatory organization having legisiative authority to regulate practice
within that province.



“receiving jurisdiction”:

The province in which the occupational therapist seeks to be authorized to
practise occupational therapy pursuant to the agreement.

“regulatory organization”:

The College/Board/Association/Ordre authorized by statute to reguiate
occupational therapy practice.

“scope of practice”:

The range of occupational therapy activities/tasks which would be
considered by the regulatory organization in each province to be within its
fegal jurisdiction.

“unrestricted practice certificate”™

A current authorization to practise as an occupational therapist in the
originating jurisdiction without conditions or restrictions except those
imposed on all registrants. The certificates recognized under this
definition are listed in Schedule 4.

“agreement”:

Refers to this document; The Mutual Recognition Agreement



2.0 TERMS & CONDITIONS

2.1

2.2

Whereas:
2.1.1 this agreement does not modify the authority of each provincial
Regutatory Organization to set standards and requirements;

2.1.2 the signatories have determined a high level of commonality with
respect to scope of practice;

2.1.3 itis further agreed and understood that threshold levels of
competence and public safety in the practice of occupational therapy must
be established, maintained and upheld by regulators to ensure protection
of the public;

2.1.4 the signatories recognize that there are different paths to achieve the
threshold competence levels for the practice of occupational therapy and
the signatories take the responsibility of setting standards responsibly and
in good faith to ensure that the public is protected;

2.1.5 the signatories have determined that each signatory has complaints
and disciplinary procedures in place;

2.1.8 no signatory will impose a residency requirement as part of its
occupational standards or requirements;

2.1.7 the signatories will continue to assess differences in registration
standards and work toward reconciliation of the differences 1o the extent
possible, for mutual recognition of occupational therapists across Canada
and in order to prevent and resolve disputes.

Notwithstanding the above, the signatories aiso agree that:

2.2.1 applicants not covered by this agreement will be reviewed for
registration on an individual basis through a process established
and defined by the signatory; and

2.2.2 the originating jurisdiction will provide documents in its possession
that are required by an applicant for registration in the receiving
jurisdiction to the extent it can do so in compliance with statutory
privacy requirements.



3.0 TERMS OF RECOGNITION

This agreement came into effect July 1, 2001.

3.1  The signatories agree to register as an occupational therapist (OT) those
applicants who:

(a) are currently licensed/registered with an “unrestricted practice certificate”™ in
the jurisdiction of a signatory on or after July 1, 2001; (b) have practised in the
jurisdiction of a signatory within the immediate three years prior to their
application to register, and (c) meet the requirements under 3.1.1, 3.1.2 and
3.1.3 of this agreement.

3.1.1 Education

(a) The applicant must have completed a Canadian Occupational
Therapy degree program and listed in Schedule 1, and, if not
inciuded in the occupational therapy education program, a
minimum of 1000 hours of clinical fieldwork/practicum. Approved
programs for the purposes of this clause are reviewed and
approved annually by all signatories.

{(b) Notwithstanding the requirements of subsection (a), applicants
who comply with the following conditions will be recognized as
having education and experience substantively equivalent to a
Canadian Occupational Therapy degree program:

(i) At the time of their application have an unrestricted
practice certificate and

(i) Prior to the application date, have established practice by
continuously practising with an unrestricted practice certificate in
the jurisdiction of one signatory for a minimum of three consecutive
years.

This subsection (b) does not apply to applicants applying to
Quebec.



3.1.2 Examination Requirement or Equivalent

Notwithstanding the terms of this agreement,
an applicant who applies to a jurisdiction that requires an
examination must aiso meet one of the following:

(a) Successfully complete an examination approved by the
signatories to this agreement;

(b) Have completed a Canadian Occupational Therapy degree
program on or before December 31, 1985;

(c) Have continuously held an unrestricted practice certificate for 3
years with a signatory that grandparented applicants who had
not completed a examination;

(d) Obtain registration from a signatory that does not require a
examination and demonstrate integration of practice
competency within 18 months of graduation, through at least
750 hours of occupational therapy practice;

(e) Have graduated from a Canadian Occupational Therapy
degree program where terms and conditions of cooperation are
provided for in the statutory framework between a signatory and
the authorities of teaching establishments in preparing curricula
leading to conferring a degree giving access to a practice
certificate of registration. Such degree programs are listed on
schedule 2.

Examinations approved by the signatories who use an exam will be
listed on Schedule 3. To remain on Schedule 3, an examination
must be unanimously approved by these same signatories at an
annual review. An exam may be added to/removed from Schedule
3 between reviews with their unanimous approval.



3.1.3 Requirements
At the date of his or her application the applicant must

a) Hold a current and unrestricted practice certificate in the
originating jurisdiction;

b) Have completed and submitted the prescribed application
form, documents, and fees for the jurisdiction to which he/she
is applying; and

c) Have satisfied other regulatory requirements within the
receiving jurisdictions that pertain to entry to practice
provisions that are not covered in 3.1.1 and 3.1.2. in the
receiving jurisdiction.

4.0 ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES

41 The signatories agree to continue to work toward an equivalency review
mode! using a competency framework for the purposes of evaluating
international graduate occupational therapists and their ability to fully
access this agreement. Implementation is targeted for June 2009.

4.2  The signatories agree to develop a continuing competency model for the
purposes of strengthening confidence in this agreement. The target for
completion is June 2007.

4.3 The signatories agree to work towards a consistent obligation across all
provinces for our members to hold professional liability insurance.

4.4 The signatories agree to work towards consistency across all provinces for
our members to access temporary registration/authorizations.

5.0 MAINTENANCE OF THE AGREEMENT

5.1  The chair of the Association of Canadian Occupational Therapy
Regulatory Organizations (ACOTRO) is responsible for monitoring this
agreement.

5.2  Each signatory agrees to give reasonable advance notice to other
signatories when proposing modification or adoption of new standards or
requirements that might impact on the inter-provincial/territorial mobility of
occupational therapists. To the extent possible, each signatory also
agrees to afford other signatories an opportunity to comment on the
standard or requirement.



5.3

54

5.5

56

5.7

Each signatory agrees that this agreement is a dynamic and evolving
instrument that may be amended with the consent of all signatories. The
signatories agree to periodic reviews of this agreement every 3 years
effective November 17, 2006 or when such a request is made by one of
the signatories.

Each signatory will give written notice to other signatories of its intent to
withdraw from this agreement at least 12 months before the signatory
withdraws. The withdrawal will take effect 12 months after the notification.
The notice period is waived where the withdrawal is not within the
signatory’s control.

Any entity that after this agreement has been executed by the signatories
is delegated authority to regulate occupational therapy by their
government may accede to this agreement on such terms as are agreed
to by all signatories.

Each signatory agrees to seek the necessary legislative changes from its
respective government in order to implement and maintain this agreement
if there is a need for such changes. Each signatory also agrees to make
the necessary changes to by-laws, policies or procedures permitted by
their legislation in order to implement and maintain this agreement.

An exact French translation of this agreement will be obtained, and will be
equally accepted and adhered to by all signatories as an official version of
this agreement.



SIGNATORIES

Signed:

Alberta Association of Registered
Occupational Therapists

College of Occupational Therapists of
British Columbia

College of Occupational Therapists of
Manitoba

New Brunswick Association of
Cccupational Therapists

Newfoundland & Labrador Occupational
Therapy Board

Coilege of Occupational Therapists of
Nova Scotia

College of Occupational Therapists of
Ontario

Prince Edward Island Occupational
Therapists Registration Board

Ordre des ergotherapeutes du Québec

Saskatchewan Society of Occupational
Therapists

Registrar

fltei

Executive Director

Registrar

Apruer Bt

Registrar

ﬁtrar / '
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ACOTRO Representative
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Présidente

Executive Direclor



2i6t , (eideisyiobie) oG g [221UOIN 9P SUISIDAIUN
G00¢ OW
¥002 661 JioHng eqoOlUEBR JO AlISIBAILN
wa_qﬁmﬁo@mv
/61 2ues 958 °'d [BAR"] BHSIOALN
900¢ 1OW G00T 9861 rﬁ.ovomm BIQUINOYD YsiIIg Jo Ausianiun
€002 ALOOSI
8/61 [{LO)osg euodlY JO AusieAlun
9002 ALOYSI
9002 €461 (LO)osE Ausioaiun s,useny
0002 (LO)SW
1002 2661 JILOYSHE AUSIBAIUN JBISBINOW
G/61 S 4BUL 000) 98 g AusisAiun OO
8002 ALOISIN
£00¢ G861 (LOYoSY Auslaamun aisnoyreq
_ T T PBMBUODISET g T T Lo _
poLsjuon alB( | el oaibag meN | - eeifegateq | pauejuop eeq | 8aibaq PAST AT sieN Ajisisaiun

(e) esney) 1| 'g 10} swelboid uoneonps esibeq peroiddy

b 3TNAIHOS




Adeieyy jeuonednaoQ Ul 80UDI0S JO JojYoeg < (UBUL "000) 08 'H 4

(eideioyobia) glueS B| B SO0USIDS $9 leaINEjesDRy < (sideiguiobie) oS g
(eideioyiobis) saous|os sa jeaineeooeg « (aidergyiobie) sjues 08 g

8
L

Adesay | reuonednooQ ui 80UBIOS UlESH JO Jojsyoeg & (LONSHE

Adesay] peuonednodQ ul 93uUSI0S [BOILND JO J191SBIN & 1O"OS'IO'N
Adesay] reuonednoad( 0 J01selN & JOW
(Adeisy] feuonednodQ) UCHEHIGEYDY (RIIPBIN JO Jojpuoeg ¢ (LOYHING

g
14
£

Adesay ) [euonednoog Ut 80UBIDS 1O 191SBNE (LOJOSIN

Adeiay | reuonednoo Ul 80UBIDS JO JoBUdE] & (10) 0S89

L

£002 ALOIS
£002 8661 L0 OSIOW
8661 vi61 FA 10)0sd oNBILO WIvISap 10 Alsianiun
£002 ALOJOS
200e vi61 (LO)osH owolo] jo Ausienun
1661 (LOYSE BMBIQD JO ANSISAlUN
T T T s T T PARIBJUODY IS L e e e : _ S
paeuon) steq | - oniL esibeq meN | - eaibeg oleq - | pauejuo] e - i DelBR(Y PAST ARUT - sweN Ausianun




961 jeae ousionun  (aidesoyiobie) slues oS g

9/61 [ESHUOW 8P SHSISAIUN (eidetoyiobio)0s'g
9/61 Aysseaun IHON 18y 1'00005'd
aouIg aweN Ausiaaun awepN aaibaq

uoneladoos Jo SUOHIPUOD PUE SwLd ] aane|s1BaT] Yiim safislIaaiun

¢ ATNA3HOS



UBMBLOIBNSES
BGONUBIN

puBIS| pempd 92ulid
ouRILO

B1102S BAON

JOpRIGET '3 PUBIPUNOIMBN
MOIMSUNIG MON

BIQWN[OD yshiug

ELoqgly

:uoneuiwexy paroiddy ayj Buisn sariojeubis
-uoeuiwexy (LOVD) sisideray] {euoiiedndd( JO UOHRID0SSY UEIpBUER)

uoneuiwexy paaosddy

€ 371NA3HOS



(910N}
asuse9rt Buisnoeid jind J0pRIgET pUR PUBIPUNOIMBN

Js181b0y [RIBUSE)
a8yl Uo aInsuadi Jo 81edyiluad (SNLOD) eliods BAON

uonensifoy Jo aleoyiue)  (gH1OI3d) PUBIS] premp3 adulid

diysioquisiy fenplAipuj (LOVEN) domsunig meN
[IOH 8y} uo paislul @ Huued (D30) v8ganD
aleoye) Buisnoeld [eieusy (0.L0D) oureuO
1o181Bay Busnorid 8yl uQ {W.LOD) eqoluei
asuaor] Buisnorvid auwi | -ued
asua Buisioeld awi] -ind (LOSS) uemayoieyses
Nwlad eonoeld [enuuy (LOHVY) eueqly
aleoyiue) Buisnoeid jing (D9.L0D) eiqunjo) ysiug

:apn|oul Juswaaibe syl Jepun pazjuboosi spwiad/uonensiboy/sosuadyy/saleoyiio)

SO}BI1J11497) 9210RId PaloLIsaluN

¥ 3TNA3IHOS



